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personal life. He would reduce his wants to a minimum,
bearing in mind the poverty of India. His earnings
would be free of dishonesty. The desire for speculation
would be renounced. His habitation would be in
keeping with the new mode of life. There would be
self-restraint exercised in every sphere of life. When
he has done all that is possible in his own life, then only
will he be in a position to preach this ideal among his
associates and neighbours.
Indeed at the root of this doctrine of equal distri-
bution must lie that of the trusteeship of the wealthy
for the superfluous wealth possessed by them. For
according to the doctrine they may not possess a rupee
more than their neighbours. How is this to be brought
about ? Non-violently ? Or should the wealthy be
dispossessed of their possessions ? To do this we would
naturally have to resort to violence. This violent action
cannot benefit society. Society will be the poorer, for
it will lose the gifts of a man who knows how to accumu-
late wealth. Therefore the non-violent way is evidently
superior. The rich man will be left in possession of his
wealth, of which he will use what he reasonably requires
for his personal needs and will act as a trustee for the
remainder to be used for the society. In this argument
honesty on the part of the trustee is assumed.
As soon as a man looks upon himself as a servant
of society, earns for its sake, spends for its benefit, then
purity enters into his earnings and there is Ahimsa in
his venture. Moreover, if men's minds turn towards
this way of life, there will come about a peaceful revo-
lution in society,  and  that without  any bitterness.
It may be asked whether history at any time
records such a change in human nature. Such changes
have  certainly  taken  place  in  individuals.   One may

